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On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices 

they had prepared and went to the tomb.  2 They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they 

were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood 

beside them.  5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but 

the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6 He is not here; he 

has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of 

Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 

raised again.’”  8 Then they remembered his words.  
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to 

all the others.  10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 

others with them who told this to the apostles.  11 But they did not believe the women, 

because their words seemed to them like nonsense.  12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the 

tomb.  Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, 

wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

 

 

Try to imagine for a moment, what was going through the minds of those women as they 

gathered up their spices that Sunday morning to head to Jesus’ tomb.  These women had been 

dear friends and supporters of Jesus and His ministry.  They had followed Him up and down the 

country, supplying food and clothing for Him with their own money.  They had stood by Jesus at 

the foot of the cross when so many others had deserted Him.  But now, the man whom they 

loved, who had filled their hearts with hope and joy, had died. 

Those of us who have lost loved ones are familiar with the feeling that death brings.  The 

hole that you feel inside of yourself when something, someone, that had become a part of you is 

gone.  These women were running on empty.  Who knows how much sleep they had gotten in 

those nights since Jesus died?  But now that the Sabbath was over they set out to do the one thing 

they knew they could do: provide Jesus the basic human dignity of a proper burial.  So they 

gathered up their myrrh and aloes and some clean linens to wrap His body in and set off for the 

tomb. 

But when they got there, they found the stone rolled away from the tomb and when 

they entered they did not find Jesus’ body.  That feeling of emptiness inside them must have 

quadrupled.  Not only was their loved one dead, His body was gone!  And now there was nothing 

that they could do.  They couldn’t even distract themselves from that emptiness by going through 

the motions, washing Jesus’ body and tenderly caring for it as they had set out to do. 

What are we going to do now?  Who could have beaten us here this early in the morning?  

Who could have rolled that stone away?  Where are the Roman soldiers who were standing guard 

here?  Am I dreaming?  What’s going on?  How is this even possible?!?  

And then as they stood there wondering, at a loss as to what to do, all of a sudden there 

were two men standing there beside them with clothes that gleamed like lightning.  Already 



racked with more emotions than they could handle, this was just too much.  They threw 

themselves down on the ground in front of those men in terror.    

But then those two messengers, gave them some good news, a message that immediately 

filled all of that emptiness inside them.  Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He 

is not here; He has risen!  Remember how He told you, while He was still with you in 

Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and 

on the third day be raised again.”   

And then they remembered His words.  As soon as those angel messengers reminded 

them of Jesus’ words, those women knew exactly what the empty tomb meant.  Jesus was alive.  

He had risen from the dead.  He had conquered death!  Filled with joy, they hurried off to find 

the disciples and tell them what had happened.  And now they were running on a whole new kind 

of empty.  On the way to the tomb the emptiness they were feeling was the emptiness of loss, 

hopelessness, and despair.  As they ran back from tomb they were fueled by a new kind of 

empty, an empty tomb.  And more than just an empty tomb they were fueled by the message 

behind that empty tomb.  Jesus was alive! 

But when they found the disciples and told them that Jesus was alive, the disciples didn’t 

believe them.  It seemed like a pretty fanciful tale to them that Jesus whom they knew had died 

and been buried could be alive.  Whether they believed the women or not didn’t change the fact 

that Jesus was indeed risen, but let’s imagine for a minute that He wasn’t, that the disciples were 

justified in their doubts and the women were mistaken.  What would that mean for us?  What 

would we be left with on this Sunday morning if Easter hadn’t happened, and Jesus was still 

dead? 

First off, we would be left with our sin.  St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15: If Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins (1 Corinthians 15:17).  If Jesus 

has not been raised, then when Jesus said, It is finished on the cross—He wasn’t talking about 

our salvation—no, He would have been finished.  A dead savior is a dead deception, unable to 

help anyone physically or emotionally, let alone spiritually by granting us forgiveness.  No, if 

Jesus is still dead, then we’ve got a huge problem that’s three letters long: SIN!  And deep down 

inside, every single one of us knows that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

Second of all, if Jesus is still dead, then we have no real hope when we make our trips to 

the funeral home, or to the tombs of our loved ones.  In the same chapter of that letter to the 

Corinthians Paul tells us: If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost (vv. 16,18).  If Jesus hasn’t 

conquered death, then the funeral home and the cemetery are literally dead ends.  Then too there 

is always that nagging voice that I hear in my conscience and in my Bible—something about the 

entire world heading to hell in a handbasket....  If Christ has not been raised, then the thought of 

eternity can only make us shudder! 

Finally, if Jesus is still dead—then we have no real hope in this life either.  Paul says, If 

Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith (1 Corinthians 

15:14).  If Jesus is still dead—then this sermon is pointless, your trust in Jesus is useless, and 

your faith is foolish.  If Christ has not been raised, you may as well go home and play a good 

game of Trivial Pursuit, because that’s all your life is if Jesus is dead. 

 

But He is not dead.  He is risen!  Really, physically, truly raised from the dead!  The one 

who was slain lives!  God stakes His entire reputation upon these historical, unshakeable Easter 

facts!  St. Luke is not a liar.  Those women were not delusional.  The angels are no myth.  They 



are God the Almighty’s messengers, proclaiming the greatest truth of all time.  Christ is risen.  

God proclaims His Easter truth to us so that we can have a rock-solid foundation to build our 

lives upon: that sin, through Christ, stands forgiven; that death, in Christ, is itself dead; that the 

devil, by Christ, has been defeated; that life, in Christ, lasts forever!  The empty tomb takes any 

emptiness inside you and fills it with exactly what you need! 

What do you need?  First off, you desperately need God’s forgiveness.  Jesus died on the 

cross to pay the shocking price tag for our sin.  On the cross, Jesus said that His work of saving 

us from our sins was finished.  Easter is the proof that His saving work on the cross really works 

for you!  The Scriptures tell us, Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 

to life for our justification (Romans 4:25).  Easter is our Savior God’s declaration to us that our 

sin has been forgiven.  He died and rose again to forgive every sin for every sinner and that work 

has been accomplished! 

What do you need?  Second of all you need help with death!  Friends, in Christ, death has 

been defeated.  The funeral parlor looks like a dismal place.  A cemetery graveside feels so final.  

But looks and feelings can be deceiving.  Death and the grave are not our grand finale.  Because 

Jesus lives, we can be absolutely sure that death is but a sleep.  Every night as I close my eyes to 

go to sleep I know that my alarm clock will go off to wake me up in the morning.  And you 

know that yours will do the same.  You can have that same certainty that when at last we close 

our eyes in death, our living Lord wake us up from death, just as He Himself did.  In Jesus—the 

resurrection and life—we live even though we die.  And those who have died in Christ are not 

lost; they are with Him even now.  The empty tomb—Christ’s resurrection—ensures our 

resurrection! 

Finally, what do you need?  You need hope in this life.  Wars drag on.  The economy 

isn’t what we want it to be.  The news shows terrible and awful things.  And to top it off our lives 

which aren’t so newsworthy are filled with enough problems of their own.  We pray about our 

problems when we go to sleep.  When we wake up, they are often still there.  There are times 

when it feels as if God is floating somewhere out there beyond Pluto, while our problems feel as 

close as the nose on our face.  Your hope for daily life and eternal life isn’t placed in a dead guy.  

No!  Jesus is alive, which means that we have all kinds of hope to bring us through this life.  The 

living Lord is with you through all of those problems for every single second of this life until He 

calls you home.  His life is your hope in life! 

If Jesus was still dead and you got up this morning running on empty, Easter wouldn’t 

have much to offer you.  There would be no reason to be here right now.  The best you could 

hope for today would be a silly bunny, a basketful of candy, a ham, and a nice nap, but nothing 

that could take away the emptiness in your life.  But Jesus is not dead.  He is risen—truly, 

bodily, powerfully—and so, today and every day has so much more to offer you!  And you have 

every reason to be here worshipping Him this morning and to come back as often as you can!  

The tomb is empty; Christ is risen, so the best you can hope for today is full forgiveness for all of 

your sins, complete removal of all your guilt, God’s truth to drive out your doubts, joy as you 

live for Jesus now, hope of eternal life in heaven, and the assurance of your own bodily 

resurrection when He comes again in glory. 

Until that day, may our Lord Jesus keep you in a living Easter faith, so that you’re always 

running on empty.  Not the emptiness that sin and death create, but the emptiness of that tomb on 

that first Easter Sunday and the message behind that empty tomb: Christ is risen.  He lives now 

and forever, and He lives so that you also may live with Him. 

Amen. 


